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History
Czech individual farmers started their own demonstration
activities after “Velvet revolution” in 1989. There were mainly
activities leading to the higher crop production, involving new
technologies, machinery, pesticides and herbicides, new
products of breading etc..

The history of organized agricultural demonstrations

It goes back to the period of Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Agricultural associations directed to the agricultural
enlightenment were developed in six time periods:

1. 18th and 19th centuries - agricultural economic societies
engaged in the spread of agricultural knowledge.

2. 1872 - 1924 Agricultural Councils overtook the main role.

3. 1924 - 1952 Czechoslovak Agricultural Academy followed.

4. 1953-1962 Czechoslovak Academy of Agricultural Sciences.

5. 1963-1989 Centralized control of the of the agriculture.

6. After 1989 separated Czech and Slovak Academies of
Agricultural Sciences created.
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Topics of demonstration

Distinguishing Characteristics
 Since 2016 Czech Ministry of Agriculture started a formation of the method for a subsidy policy

called “Demonstration farm” to help farmers in the form of illustrative practical demonstrations of
comprehensive sustainable farming practices.

 The main topic for the year 2017 was “Soil protection“.

 The first seven individual farms got supported in 2017:

Zemědělské družstvo Krásná Hora nad Vltavou VESA Česká Bělá 

Zemědělská společnost Devět křížů Družstvo Vysočina 

Školní zemědělský statek Žabčice Statek Bureš – Bučina 

Družstvo Pooslaví Nová Ves 

Providers and purpose of 
demonstration

Area; 28

Regional; 33

National; 57

Global; 19

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Area

> 90% female; 2

> 90% male; 21

between 75% and 
90% female; 19

between 75% and 
90% male; 40

About 50/50 
male/female; 56

Gender

Under 25; 25

25 - 40; 20

40 - 55; 26

All ages; 67

Age

1

1

1

2

4

6

6

6

7

7

7

8
8

0 2 4 6 8 10

Game

Aquaculture

Other

Minor and exotic animals

Poultry - Meat production

Beef cattle

Horse and donkey husbandry

Bee keeping

Pig husbandry

Goat husbandry

Poultry - Egg production

Dairy cattle

Sheep husbandry

0

1

2

2

2

4

4

6

6

8

9

9
14

0 5 10 15

Olive trees

Ornamentals - Greenhouse

Ornamentals - Open field

AgroForestry/Forestry

Other

Vegetables - Greenhouse

Grapevine

Pasture

Fruit trees and shrubs

Vegetables - Open field

Arable crops - Root crops

Fodder crops

Arable crops - Combinable crops

Fi
el

d
tr

ia
l, 

au
th

o
r:

 A
rc

h
iv

e 
o

f
M

en
d

el
 U

n
iv

er
si

ty
 

7
7

19
24

30
32

169

0 50 100 150 200

Farmers' organization
Private/public extension or…

Supply chain company
Not specified

NGO/charity and/or other…
Research institution

Individual farmer

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

ga
th

er
in

g/
sh

ar
in

g

C
o

m
p

et
it

iv
en

es
s/

P
ro

d
u

ct
iv

it
y

K
n

o
w

le
d

ge
 c

re
at

io
n

Ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

al
 a

n
d

 t
ra

in
in

g
o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s

N
at

u
re

 c
o

n
se

rv
at

io
n

Im
p

ro
ve

d
 e

n
vi

ro
n

m
en

ta
l

co
n

d
it

io
n

s

In
n

o
va

ti
o

n
 u

p
ta

ke

In
n

o
va

ti
o

n
 d

e
ve

lo
p

m
en

t

R
es

e
ar

ch
 im

p
le

m
en

ta
ti

o
n

St
re

n
gt

h
en

 t
h

e 
fa

rm
in

g
co

m
m

u
n

it
y

M
o

n
et

ar
y/

Fi
n

an
ci

al

Te
ch

n
o

lo
gy

p
ro

m
o

ti
o

n
/P

ro
d

u
ct

 s
al

e
s

ORGANIZATIONS FARMERS TOTAL

Demonstration farms in relation to their management 
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